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Established in 2010 by the Pet Care Trust, The Pets in the Classroom grant program continues to make 
strides in improving the educational environment of classrooms and introducing children to small 
animals across the US and Canada.   The program, which provides pre-kindergarten through 8th grade 
teachers in private and public schools with financial support to purchase and maintain small animals for 
their school setting, has issued over 70,000 grants to teachers, meaning nearly 3 million children have 
experienced the joys and benefits of pet care since the program's inception. 
 
According to several different studies as well as thousands of teachers’ experiences, classroom pets 
provide a variety of benefits to students as they:  aid in improving school attendance, encourage 
nurturing, build self-esteem, promote empathy, teach responsibility, stimulate learning, enrich the 
classroom experience, and become friends. One little pet can help shy kids open up, slower readers 
build confidence, rough children become nurturing, and uninterested students have a new desire for 
learning. 
 
As pet industry professionals and pet owners, we see the benefits of pets in our own lives, but not every 
student gets to experience the joys and benefits of pets in their own home life. And not every teacher 
has the budget or extra cash to spend on investing in a classroom pet.  This is why Pets in the Classroom 
exists – to aid teachers in providing the opportunity of pet care, which in turn has a positive impact on 
their students. And, with a goal of introducing 5 million children in 100,000 classrooms to pets and the 
benefits they provide, the Pet Care Trust is hoping to help teachers impact future generations of pet 
owners through its grant program. 
 
Learn more by visiting http://www.petsintheclassroom.org/. 
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